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DES MOINES, IOWA. 

Lodging Houses and Tenement Houses — Sanitary Regulation of (Ordinance adopted 

Nov. n, 1912). 

Section 1. That it shall be, and is hereby, made the duty of the owner of any 
premises or building situated in Des Moines to provide and furnish such premises 
and building with adequate facilities for heating, ventilating, and light the same, 
and with proper and sufficient water closets or privies; to keep the roof thereof tight 
and in good repair; and to cause the yard or area, or both, to be so graded and paved 
that all drainage shall flow fraely from all parts of it into such sewer traps as may have 
been provided for the purpose, or, if there be none, shall flow away from any inhabited 
building on such premises. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of every person occupying any premises or any 
part of any premises in the city of Des Moines, or if such premises be not occupied, 
of the owner thereof, to keep such premises or part, and all buildings, yards, stables, 
grounds and outhouses connected therewith, clean and wholesome; if, upon inspec- 
tion by the health officer or any inspector of the health department it be ascertained 
that any such premises or any part thereof, or any building, yard, stable, grounds, 
alley or outhouse connected therewith, is not in such condition as herein required, 
the occupant or occupants of such premises or part, or the owner thereof as herein- 
before specified, shall be notified thereof and required to place the same in a clean 
and wholesome condition; and in case any person shall fail or neglect to place said 
premises or part in such condition within the time allowed by said notice, he shall be 
liable to the penalties hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 3. That no person, being the owner, proprietor, lessee, manager, or superin- 
tendent of any store, factory, or other structure or place of employment where work- 
men or workwomen are employed for wages, shall cause, permit, or allow the same 
or any portion or apartment, thereof, or any room therein, to be overcrowded, or inad- 
equate, faulty, or insufiicient in respect to lighting, heating or ventilation. Every 
such store, factory, workshop, or place shall be kept in a clean and wholesome condi- 
tion, and, as far as practicable, free from all gases, vapors, dust or other impurities 
generated by manufacturing processes or otherwise and injurious to health. Sufiicient 
and separate lu-inals and privies shall be provided for male and female employees. 

Sec. 4. That no person shall in the city of Des Moines use any building for any 
purpose for which it has not been lawfully used for a period of 30 days, at least, imme- 
diately preceding the promulgation of these regulations, unless said building is located 
and constructed in accordance with the requirements of the laws, building regulations, 
and health ordinances in force in this city governing the location and construction of 
buildings intended to be used for such purposes. 

Sec. 5. That no room in any tenement or lodging house shall be occupied as a sleep- 
ing room unless there are at least 400 feet cubic contents for each person therein. The 
health officer is hereby authorized, if in his judgment it is necessary to secure com- 
pliance with this requirement, to cause to be affixed to or near the door of each such 
room a placard stating the number of occupants allowed under this regulation, and 
shall in any case where such placard has been affixed cause a notice stating such num- 
ber to be served on the owner, agent, or person having charge of the premises. No 
person having authority to prevent shall permit to occupy any such room as a sleeping 
room any greater number of persons than are specified on such placard, if any, or 
otherwise authorized under this section. 

Sec. 6. That it shall be the duty of the owner or owners of every tenement or 
lodging house to provide a suitable place or places in connection therewith for the 
reception of garbage and other refuse matter. 
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Sec. 7. That whenever there shall be more than five families residing in any tene- 
ment house in which the owner does not reside, there shall be placed therein by the 
owner or owners, lessee or lessees thereof when required by the health department of 
the city of Des Moines, a janitor, housekeeper, or some other responsible person who 
shall reside in said house and have charge thereof. 

Sec. 8. That no person shall use any tenement or lodging house or any portion 
thereof as a place of storage for any combustible article or any article dangerous or 
detrimental to health. 

Sec 9. That no old rags, paper, or other like refuse material gathered or recovered 
from any source, shall be brought into or allowed to remain within any building used 
as a dwelling. 

Sec. 10. That the term "tenement," wherever used in these regulations, shall be 
held to mean any building or portion thereof which is occupied or intended for occu- 
pation, as the residence of more than two families living independently of one another, 
and doing their cooking upon the premises ; and the term ' ' lodging house, ' ' wherever 
used in these regulations, shall be held to mean any building or portion thereof in 
which persons are lodged for hire for less than a week at a time. 

Sec. 11. Any person, company or corporation desiring a permit to use, conduct or 
operate as a lodging house any building or any part of any building, in city of Des 
Moines, shall file with the health department of said city a written application for 
such permit, giving in such application the full name and address of the proprietor of 
the proposed lodging house, the name of the owner of the premises and the location 
and proportion of the building or buildings intended to be used as a lodging house. 
No such permit shall be issued until all regulations relating to lodging houses have been 
complied with by the applicant for such permit. 

Sec. 12. No beds or bunks shall be placed one above the other, and no one shall be 
permitted to sleep, lodge, or dwell in a cellar or basement. All mattresses shall be 
provided with waterproof coverings and shall be so arranged as to be at all times 
inspected. All beds, bed clothing, mattresses, and pillows shall always be kept clean 
and free from vermin. No comforters shall be permitted, but blankets shall be used 
instead. Clean sheets and clean pillow cases shall be furnished for each bed, and 
shall be changed as often as necessary to keep the same clean or as may be required 
by the department of health. 

All cubicles shall be so constructed that the partitions thereof shall not extend to 
within 2 feet of the ceiling, and there shall be provided in said partitions a space 
of at least 2 square feet in area for the purpose of ventilation, such space to be within 
18 inches of the floor. 

Sec. 13. All plumbing fixtures mentioned in this ordinance except washbowls shall 
be placed in a room or compartment entirely shut off from sleepii^ rooms by an air- 
tight partition extending from floor to ceiling. The entrance to this room or com- 
partment must not connect directly with a sleeping room; such room or compartment 
must be provided with a window which will open to the outer air and have at least 
300 square inches of glass area: Provided, however, that in buildings not to exceed 
three stories in height now in use as lodging houses where plumbing is now installed 
in inside rooms or compartments, said compartments can be ventilated by well lighted 
and ventilated light shafts with at least an area of 9 sqtmre feet, said area or light well 
to continue up and through roof with skylight and ventilators to meet with the approval 
of the health department. All interior partitions in toilet rooms or compartments 
shall be dwarfed and must not extend closer than 6 inches to the floor nor more than 
7 feet high. Provisions shall be made to light said compartments with gas or electric 
light and the same shall be lighted continuously during the night. The floors and side 
walls up a height of 3 feet shall be made of marble, tile, slate, plastic, mastic asphalt, 
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or other water-proof and noncorrosive materials that will meet with the approval of 
the health department. Each room or compartment shall have a floor drain properly 
constructed in same: Provided, however, that wash room and toilet rooms as above 
provided may be combined into one room of sufficient size to meet with the approval 
of the health department. In every lodging house there shall be provided in above- 
mentioned toilet rooms one or more water-closets on each floor. All water-closets shall 
be connected with brass floor flange approved by the health department. There shall 
be provided in each toilet room above mentioned one or more urinals on each floor. 
In every lodging house there shall be at least one wash room on every floor. Every 
such wash room shall be provided with hot and cold water, set wash basins or washing 
appliances with running water, both in number and character satisfactory to the health 
department. Such individual appliances or set basins shall be provided on each floor 
satisfactory to the health department. In every lodging house, shower or tub baths 
shall be provided. All such baths shall be provided with hot and cold water and shall 
at all times be accessible for the use of lodgers: Provided, however, that in addition to 
the above requirements, the installation of the plumbing system and all pipes and 
fixtures shall be installed and subject to the provisions of the plumbing ordinances of 
this city relating to the installation and maintenance of such plumbing. All altera- 
tions or construction of above-mentioned rooms shall be in accordance with the build- 
ing ordinance of this city. 

Sec. 14. Water and towels. — In every lodging house there shall be at all times pro- 
vided for the use of lodgers an adequate supply of water and clean towels. Every 
lodging house and every part thereof shall be at all times kept clean and free from 
dirt, vermin, filth, garbage, and rubbish in or upon- the premises belonging to or con- 
nected with the same. All water-closets, wash basins, baths, windows, fixtures, 
fittings, and painted surfaces shall be at all times kept thoroughly clean and in good 
repair. The floors of all rooms, passages, and stairways shall be sound, in good repair 
and either be shellacked or painted and the same shall be either scrubbed, wet swept, 
or otherwise treated as often as is necessary to keep them thoroughly clean. All walls 
and ceilings shall be thoroughly cleaned and whitawaehed at least twice each year, 
or as often as the department of health may require. 

In each hall, room, cubicle, water-closet, wash room, and bathroom of every lodging 
house there shall be provided a sufficient number of cuspidors or spittoons. In every 
such room there shall be continuously and conspicuously displayed a sign, "Spitting 
forbidden except in proper receptacles." All such cuspidors or spittoons shall be 
constructed of durable waterproof material, shall at all times contain a sufficient quan- 
tity of disinfecting liquid as the health department may direct, and the same shall 
be thoroughly cleansed and disinfected at least once daily. 

It shall be the duty of the keeper, agent, or owner of every lodging house to report 
forthwith to the department of health any person suffering from any of the following 
infectious diseases: Diphtheria, membranous croup, scarlet fever, smallpox, epidemic 
cholera, typhoid fever, plague, or tuberculosis. Each lodging house shall be provided 
with a room sufficiently tight to be used for a fumigating room if necessary. 

Sec. 15. All permits granted or issued under this ordinance shall be subject to 
revocation at any time by the health department in its discretion. 

Sec. 16. Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall, on 
conviction thereof before the municipal court of the city of Des Moines, be punished 
by a fine of not to exceed $100 nor less than $10 for each offense, or upon default in 
the payment of such fine, by imprisonment not to exceed 30 days. 

Sec. 17. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 18. This ordinance shall be in inW force and effect from and after its passage 
and publication as required by law. 



